[Assessment of quality of life in patients with chronic obstructive bronchitis].
The investigation performed in 117 patients with chronic obstructive bronchitis (COB) revealed a significant decline in quality of life (QL) with progressive disease. Decrement of QL level in patients with stage I and II COB has been found to be primarily associated with activation of the sympathetic nervous system and progressing of metabolic myocardial dystrophy. With stage III COB decline in QL is also caused by reduction of volume of the functional pulmonary parenchyma.